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Gallery Curator’s Information: 

 

On 

 

“The Photographic and Audio-Visual exploration relating to the potential conflicts 

between Apollonian and Dionysian philosophies, as inspired by Conway Morgan’s 

lecture in 2009” 

 

or 

 

Law Vs Chaos,    ( Can one side of a coin exist without the other – and is one side 

better  ? ) 

 

 

Artists Statement: 

 

The seed of the idea for this project was first planted as a response to Friedrich 

Nietzsche’s philosophical arguments relating to the conflict between two sides of 

human nature, with Apollo representing “Law, Order and Stasis” on one side and 

Dionysus championing “Enjoyment, Disorder and apparent Chaos” .   The idea then 

took on a life of it’s own to include concepts from the pagan “Lords of Rule and 

Misrule”, to the writings of Michael Moorcock’s sword and sorcery novels – 

eventually settling inbetween them all, including the pertient question about the 

balance between wild, natural forces of the world that we inhabit with the frames and 

strictures that humanity try to enforce on nature and upon each other. 

 

The work is presented as a Video Diptych to further underline the duality of the 

discourse.  The display details are included with this information, with a DVD 

showing a possible display set-up. 

 

The video work consists of two picture frames that were specially constructed for the 

photography and video.  They were made “Flawed”, just as humanity’s own attempts 

to control the world in general and each other have the seeds of destructions sown 

inside the ideas.   

 

Within the frames are two views of the same river, taken from the same viewpoint at 

the same time which show two completely different views of the same “Thing” from 

looking in different directions.  The reverse and forward directions of the surrounding 

frame show the two different arguments approaching each other and passing in an 

attempt to dominate.  The use of the “Promenade” sequences and finale “Great Gates 

of Kiev” from Mussorgsky’s “Pictures at an Exhibition”, interwoven with the actual 

sound of the wild torrent close by are there to represent Apollo as the Greek god of 

Music and Dionysus as the god of drink (wine) in conflict, but not overwhelming each 

other.   

 

Towards the end of the videos the music reaches a crescendo as one “Force” is 

apparently victorious over the other, but the result is that everything returns to how it 

was before, ready to start the whole cycle over again on an endless loop.  One video 



also includes images of snow falling as a potential signifier for both chaos and peace 

at the same time, plus the snow is also linked with the turbulent water in the river that 

both causes chaos as well as sustaining life.  

 

The message, therefore: It is not extremes in either direction that keep us upon this 

fragile plane of existence, but a delicate balancing act in-between those extremes – 

both mentally and physically. 

 

 

 

Technical Information: 

 

The work is presented as 5 DVDs  and a certificate of authenticity. 

 

The work for Gallery display is on 2 DVDs and in AVI format to be shown as a 

continuous loop using Microsoft Windows Media Player and displayed on two large 

flat screens connected to (concealed) computers that both have good quality video and 

audio capability.  Each DVD with the AVI files has its own sound track and must be 

played back through (concealed) speakers near the screen upon which the video is 

shown.   Ideally the two screens should be a minimum or 2 meters away from each 

other on the same wall with no intervening artwork in-between them.  The screens 

should be presented behind a false wall with a minimal frame around the cut-out, so 

that the moving video images do not immediately appear as if on a Television or 

Computer Monitor.   The Left and Right parts of the work are clearly marked on each 

disk and the left should only be presented on the left and the right on the right, as the 

soundtrack fades from one side to the other during the course of the work.   It is 

important that the start of both DVDs are synchronised as each runs for exactly 18 

minutes and must be played in synchronisation.  It is not suggested that the artwork is 

displayed as a projection. 

 

Also included are 2 DVDs in normal DVD format.  Each one contains the Visual and 

Audio information for replay on any DVD player and can be played individually for 

research, educational or archive purposes. 

 

The fifth DVD contains a full 18 minute “Installation Video” of what the artwork 

would be expected to look like in situation.   Again, can be played for research, 

educational or archive purposes. 

 

It is suggested that the work is best displayed in a room with subdued lighting, neither 

dark, nor brightly lit. 

 

Certificate of Authenticity.  Mindful of the risks associated with the practice of 

unauthorised copying and the potential devaluation of an artwork as a result.  All 

electronic files will, where possible, be copy protected and a “Certificate of 

Authenticity” provided to the legitimate owned(s) of the work.  Please note that the 

Certificate cannot be replaced if lost or destroyed. 

 

Example “Installation Video” can be viewed here:  

http://www.midwalesmedia.co.uk/video-art-project.html 

 

http://www.midwalesmedia.co.uk/video-art-project.html


 

 


